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Nasu language 


Nasu (Naisu, Eastern Yi), or Nasu proper, is a Loloish 
language spoken by a quarter million Yi people of China. 
Nasu proper and Wusa Nasu are two of six Yi languages 
recognized by the government of China. Unlike most 
written Yi languages, Nasu proper uses the Pollard (Miao) 
script. A distinct form of the Yi script was traditionally 
used for Wusa, though few can still read it. 
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Names 


According to the Guizhou Ethnic Gazetteer (2002)/ 5 ^ Yi 
autonyms include Nasu Tusu Lagou la 

43,® Guo HI,® and so forth. 

Most of Yi people of the Luquan area do not have the 
autonym Luoluo and Nasu (transliterated into Chinese as 
^ M ') means "black", hence the Black Yi (M ft Hei 
Yi)/ 10 ' though Black Yi is an aristocratic caste distinction 
among the Yi People, and Black Yi Script (Heiyiwen) 
was a Latin script for Yi introduced by missionaries/ 


Nasu 


Eastern Yi 

Native to 

China 

Ethnicity 

Nasu (Yi) 

Native speakers 

1.0 million (2007)W 

Language 

family 

Sino-Tibetan 

■ Lolo-Burmese 

- Loloish 

- Nisoish 

■ Northern Loloish 

■ Nasoid 

■ Nasu 

Writing system 

Pollard script, Yi script 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Variously: 
ywq - Nasu (Wulu) 
ygp - Gepo (Kopu) 
yig - Wusa Nasu 
ywu - Wumeng Nasu 

Glottolog 

wudi!238 (http://glottolo 


g.org/resource/languoid/i 
d/wudil238) 

Wuding-Luquan Yi = WuluPl 
gepol234 (http://glottolo 
g.org/resource/languoid/i 
d/gepol234) Gepo' 3 ! 
nesul235 (http://glottolo 
g.org/resource/languoid/i 
d/nesul235) 

Nesu = Wusa-Wumeng' 4 ] 


Classification 


Chen (1985) 
















Chen, et al. (1985:108) recognizes 3 major varieties of Eastern Yi (i.e., Nasu) that are spoken in Yunnan and 
Guizhou provinces, namely Dianqian M In (Yunnan-Guizhou), Pan £& H (Pan County of Guizhou), and 
Diandongbei (Northeastern Yunnan) J- 12 ^ Autonyms include no lsu 7 (alternatively nYlsuJ), na -Isu i 

p h ol (including na-lso-l p h ol,nYlsu-l p h u 7, and ni lsu-I p h u 7), nDl p h o 7, and kol p h o 7. 

■ Dianqian 4 dialects 

■ Shuixi 7Rj5±Ti|: spoken in Bijie, Qianxi, Dafang, Zhijin, Nayong, Qingzhen, and 
Zhenxiong counties 

■ Wusa (ISO 639 yig (https://www.ethnologue.com/language/zyg)): spoken in 

Weining, Shuicheng, Hezhang, Nayong, Yiliang, Huize, and Xuanwei counties 

■ Mangbu spoken in Zhenxiong and Hezhang counties 

■ Wumeng la (ISO 639 ywu (https://www.ethnologue.com/language/zyg)): spoken in 
Zhaotong and Yongshan counties 

■ Pan spoken in Xingren, Pu'an, Qinglong, Shuicheng, Fuyuan, and Luoping 

counties 

■ Diandongbei 5 dialects 

■ Luquan 5 £I!I±t§: spoken in Wuding, Luquan, Yuanmou, Xundian, Lufeng, and Huize 
counties 

■ Qiaowu ( Qiaojia-Wuding ): spoken in Qiaojia, Wuding, Luquan, Yuanmou, and 

Huize counties 

■ Wuding spoken in Wuding, Yongren, and Lufeng counties 

■ Xundian INtUitHi: spoken in Xundian, Luquan, Huize, Songming, Luxi, Shizong, Luoping, 
and Mile counties 

■ Kun'an ( Kunming-Anning ): spoken in Anning and Lufeng counties 


Huang (1993) 

In his description of the Yi script (not the spoken language) Huang Jianmmg (1993) holds that the Nasu 
variety of Yi script is used by the groups speaking languages of the Nasu language cluster of Northern Yi in 
south-eastern Sichuan, eastern Yunnan, Guizhou, as well as in GuangxlJ 13 ' He distinguishes two sub¬ 
groups. Nasu proper used in Wuding, Luquan and the suburbs of Kunming, and Wusa used in Guizhou and 
the bordering areas of Eastern Yunnan. 


Bradley (1997) 

David Bradley (1997) distinguishes three main dialects of Nasu: 

■ Southeastern (Panxian): 150,000 speakers in southwestern Guizhou 

■ Northeastern (Nesu): 300,000 speakers, comprising most of the other Nasu speakers of 
Guizhou, and some in extreme northeastern Yunnan and southeastern Sichuan 

■ Shuixi subdialect 7j<0±ia 

■ Wusa subdialect -^flSl±il§ 

■ Mangbu subdialect ciitiPiia 



■ Wumeng subdialect 

■ Western (Nasu proper): 250,000 speakers all in north-central Yunnan; Black (more numerous) 
and Red subdialects 


Lama (2012) 


Lama (2012) determined that Nasu (Western) is more closely related to Gepo than it is to the others: 

■ Nesu 

■ Panxian (Nasepho, na-lsu-lp h o 7): North and South dialects 

■ Shuixi Nesu (Dafang Nesu) 

■ Nesu proper 

■ Wumeng 

■ Mangbu 

■ Wusa (Wusa Nasu) 

■ Nasu 

■ Nasu proper 

■ Gepo ( ko 7p h u 7): 100,000 speakers 


Chen (2010) 

References 


1 Nasu (Wulu) (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/ywq/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 
Gepo (Kopu) (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/ygp/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 
Wusa Nasu (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/yig/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 
Wumeng Nasu (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/ywu/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Wuding-Luquan Yi" 
(http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/wudil238). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck 
Institute for the Science of Human History. 

3. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Gepo" (http: //g I otto I o 
g.org/resource/languoid/id/gepol234). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute for 
the Science of Human History. 

4. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Nesu" (http://glottolo 
g.org/resource/languoid/id/nesul235) Glottolog 3.0 Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute for 
the Science of Human History. 

5. Guizhou Province Gazetteer: Ethnic Gazetteer [m'J'HWiS. (2002). Guiyang: Guizhou 

Ethnic Publishing House 

6. http://asiaharvest.org/wp-content/themes/asia/docs/people- 
groups/China/chinaPeoples/N/NasuWusa.pdf 

7. http://asiaharvest.org/wp-content/themes/asia/docs/people- 
groups/China/chinaPeoples/T/Tushu.pdf 

8. http://asiaharvest.org/wp-content/themes/asia/docs/people- 
groups/China/chinaPeoples/L/Lagou.pdf 




9. http://asiaharvest.org/wp-content/themes/asia/docs/people- 
groups/China/chinaPeoples/G/Guopu.pdf 

10. Anthology of Yi Cultural Research [ (t . Kunming: Yunnan Nationalities 

Publishing House (1988). p. 100. 




CTtJ 

/tK 




11. Huang Xinxian [SHt^] Christian Education and Chinese Social Change [MW-^- 

yz3z£E] Fujian Education Publishing (1996). ISBN 9787533422738. p. 173 

"... n%, mmj'm&mmm&wxityk 

12. Chen Shilin [P£±^A], et al. 1985. Yiyu jianzhi [ftiafg/S]. Beijing: Ethnic Publishing House [K 

13. Nathan Hill Medieval Tibeto-Burman Languages IV 2012- Page 450 "The Nasu variety is used 
by the groups speaking languages of the Nasu language cluster of Northern Yi in the south¬ 
eastern part of Sichuan, the eastern part of Yunnan, Guizhou, as well as in GuangxT. Huang 
Jianmmg (1993: 152)" 


Bibliography 


■ Bradley, David (1997). "Tibeto-Burman languages and classification (https://web.archive.Org/w 
eb/20171011142941/http://sealang.net/sala/archives/pdf8/bradleyl997tibeto-burman.pdf)". In 
Tibeto-Burman languages of the Himalayas, Papers in South East Asian linguistics. Canberra: 
Pacific Linguistics. 

■ Chen Kang [P&JH], 2010. A study of Yi dialects [ilia AfIf fifflE]. Beijing: China Minzu University 
Press. 

■ Lama, Ziwo Qiu-Fuyuan (2012), Subgrouping of Nisoic (Yi) Languages, thesis, University of 
Texas at Arlington. 

■ Lu Lin /5J$. 2017. Yiyu Shuicheng Zhichanghua yanjiu In Guizhou Minzu 

Yanjiu doi:10.13965/j.cnki.gzmzyjl0026959.2017.11.048 (https://doi.org/10.139 

65%2Fj.cnki.gzmzyjl0026959.2017.11.048) 


External links 
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